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USO PROFESSORS DIFFER ON ROLE OF SOCIETY
SAN DIEGO, Calif.----Two University of San Diego philosoptty professors
disagreed on the role society plays in the affairs of men in their continuing
series of lectures on freedom and authority.
"The limitations on rrlan are removed by society," contends Dr. John W.
I,

Swanke.

"Man is bound by the law, just as he i s bound by the real world."

"The nature of the life of man is that he wants life and seeks to
maintain it," said Dr. Swanke.

The second elemerlt in his nature is that he

needs to be involved with at least one other human being or several others
in friendship, companionship or other association.
of Genesis, "It is not good for man to live alone."

He quoted from the Book
He attributed the

recent interest in sensitivity groups to the desire for people to communicate
and understand one another better.
The domestic community, the family, enables a man to finally fulfill
himself personally, Dr. Swanke said.

"It is where he can blow off steam

without alienating everyone else."
The Rev. William L. Shipley, the other member of the team, approached
the problem of society from the view of biology, though he is chairman of

(

the department of philosophy.

Every living organism lives in populations,

he said, ''You never find one blade of grass or one cockroach.

Anyone who

thinks he can be a rugged individualist doesn ' t know who he is."
(MORE)

USO

Page 2

Is society a big machine and the person only a cog in the works,
Father Shipley asked?
he suggested.

"Take away the people and see where society is,"

"People are primary and thefr rel ati01,chip in society is

secondary."
"Those making laws should have to prove there is no coercion in the
laws, and the burden of proof is on the one making the law and not on the
one wanting to be free," Shipley said of the responsibilities of leadership.
He also noted that the structure of society is changing.

He cited the

experience of Saul Alinsky, noted social actionist, on the new patterns of
social organization.

Alinsky, Father Shipley said, has discovered that

his old method of organizing by neighborhoods no longer works.

People now

organize on the basis of joint activities, where they work on a common
problem, Alinsky discovered.
The lectures, which meet Tuesdays and Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. in Room
238 of the USO College for Men, will end August 1.
the public at $2 a lecture.
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